FRIENDS OF HEBDEN BRIDGE STATION
Minutes of the meeting to be held on Monday 21st October 2013 from 6.15pm.
 The Albert pub, Albert Street, Hebden Bridge
Present: Nina Smith (Chair), Bob Deacon (Minutes), David Taylor, David Storr, Diane Monahan, Mat Gibson, Mike Smith, Alistair ?.

Apologies: Lesley Mackay, Andy Grant  
1. 
Minutes of last meeting. Accepted as a correct record. 

2.
Matters Arising
· Carol Singing at HB: Agreed 18th December. Gather at 5.00. End by 7.00. Collection for Railway Children. Review which charity next year.

Carol Singing at Mytholmroyd: Invited to join. 2nd December including train to Sowerby Bridge and back with school children. Collection for Overgate Hospice.

Christmas Tree at HB Station in booking office space. Matt to arrange and fund but if fails Friends (BD) to arrange and Friends to fund. Diane to ask nursery to decorate.    
· Christmas Dinner to be arranged (NS) at the Oldgate for 7.30 on 18th December.

· Bank Account and treasurer’s report. Bank Account at Co-op now open. Current Balance is £560.87 but £390.64 committed.
· Poetry Display. Five of the 6 months (O.N.D.J.F.M) poems already provided and art work completed by Diane. First Poem displayed and well received. David with Bob’s help will change approximately monthly. No poems on web site for copyright reasons but Sarah Corbett (the poet contact) to write a short piece for web (DM to follow up)
· Station Adopter. No reply from NR re forwarding of invitation to SA to attend meetings. Accepted there was no obligation on SA to do this. 
· Books for the Library. Shelter shop had been visited and had agreed to take spare books to library.
· Co-operative Community Grant application. The grant application for the raised bed and shrubs etc was approved with minor textual amendment and agreement to ask for nearly £2,000. DT and DM thanked for work. Work will start in March?
· Friends of the Signal Box Group. Nothing to report
· Northern Rail Stakeholder Outings. Nothing to report.
· Display of minutes. Nothing to report.
· Cigarette butt litter – provision of ashtrays? Problem of the cigarette butts was discussed at some length. Because Northern Rail ban smoking from its premises including open land it is not able to provide bins for those who smoke outside the building. Cleaning them would also not be possible. It was agreed to experiment with lightweight ash trays placed in the herb bed by DM.
· Blind copying of emails. Two members wanted to be blind copied and this will be actioned. Nina pointed out that their names may occasionally be accidentally omitted from a distribution
· Traffic & Transport Task Group. NS reported that the Traffic and Transport Group of the HB Partnership had met with Ian Gray, Director of Economy and Environment at Calderdale MBC on 1st October. The meeting was positive with an interest by Calderdale in pursuing with Northern Rail etc the proposal for an extended car park and transport hub at the station. They also supported the lift proposal. 
3.      Working Parties. The last garden working party of the season took place on October 19th and all bulbs were planted by DM, DS and Marilyn. 
4.       Hebden Bridge Partnership AGM. NS reported that she had presented the Friends report at this well attended meeting. BD was elected to the Board of the HB Partnership ‘representing’ the Friends and is Treasurer. 

6.       Northern Rail items/Holme Tunnel closure. A number of points were made by Matt under this item.
          a). Matt thanked the Friends with helping with leaflets re the tunnel closure and consequent changes to services. A new poster was about to be put up drawing special attention to the other major service changes (buses) on many Sundays to Manchester and Leeds. Arrangements were in hand to manage the bus traffic at the station. The meeting welcomed the good work of NR on this. 
          b) The repair to the damaged wall on the station approach was in hand
c)  Work to establish the ‘Bike and Go’ terminal will start on November 1st. There might be remedial work to be done to the adjacent remaining gardens afterwards.

d) Changes to train services for the Tour de France were being planned.

e) Matt reminded the group that even when wearing high visibility vests that we were not to work track-side (except to change notice boards).

7.     
Any Other Business. DM gave notice of an item for next meeting about a transport theme within the T de F 100 day Cultural Festival
8. Date and venue of next meeting. Monday November 25th at 6.15 same venue.
